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Welcome to Canada 

*  

Map: wikipedia.org 



Outline 

üAbbreviated overview of Canadian range and 
pasture resources 

 

ÅVirtual tour of the diversity of major rangelands present 
across Western Canada 

 

üGrowing threats to Canadian rangelands 

 

üOngoing research around environmental goods 
and services provided by Canadian rangelands 

 

 



Canadaôs Diverse Environments 
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Soils Reflect Climate & Growthé  
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Tallgrass Prairie 

 

 

üHigh rainfall & production potential 
üLargely converted to annual cropland 
üFloristically biodiverse 



Mixedgrass Prairie  

 

 

üHigh moisture deficits (P:ET < 1) lead to low/variable production 
üSignificant native grasslands remain supporting livestock grazing 



ñBlow-outò Range-Types 

 

 

üMixed grasslands with exposed areas of Solonetzic (salt-
effected) hardpan soil and historical surface erosion  



Sandhills 

 

 

üUnique range sites, sensitive to disturbance  
üFound in pockets across the prairie provinces 



Aspen Parkland (Northern Fescue Prairie) 

 

 

ü9ŎƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ΨǘŜƴǎƛƻƴ ȊƻƴŜΩ όMixedgrass Prairie to Boreal Forest) 
ü>90% is now farmed/developed 



Foothills Fescue (Mountain Fescue) 

 

 

üTransition from MGP into moister areas next to the Rocky Mtns 
üProductive native bunchgrasses provide highly valued dormant 

season (i.e. winter) grazing 



Montane 

 

 

üSavannah-like mosaic of forest and grassland 
üVery biodiverse, with high land use  



British Columbia/Yukon Grasslands 

 

 

ü Intermittently distributed in valley bottoms and upper south-
facing slopes of Cordilleran forests 

üCritical as livestock and wildlife range 



Boreal Forest 

 

 

üVast deciduous, coniferous & mixed wood forests 
üUsed by cattle and wildlife 



Arctic & Subarctic Tundra  

 

 

üShort growing season, low temps/nutrients, low production 
ü Important habitat for vast herds of wildlife 



River Valleys 

 

 

üUnique and important habitat for many ungulates  



Lentic Riparian Areas 

 

 

üFound in all regions (4% in Prairies; >10% in Boreal) 
üDisproportionate grazing (quantity and quality)  


